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ART, PROTEST, REVOLUTION: AVANT-GARDE MADNESS IN 1960S JAPAN

EVENT REPORT

by Colin Marshall

UCLA modern Japanese history professor William Marotti brought his
academic research on a fascinating but little-known artistic period to a
broader audience when he visited the Japan Foundation, Los Angeles to
give the lecture "Art, Protest, Revolution: Avant-Garde Madness in 1960s
Japan." Based on material from his new book Money, Trains, and
Guillotines: Art and Revolution in 1960s Japan, Marotti's lecture covered
the small but radical art movements that sprouted up in early-60s Tokyo,
a time of discontent in the wake of January 1960's Treaty of Mutual
Cooperation and Security between the United States and Japan, also known as the "ANPO treaty." At that
time, said Marotti, the antics of "dissenters, eccentrics, and oddballs" shed light on Japanese society's
"hidden politics" by producing not pure nonsense, but "alternative forms of sense."

Examining the early 1960s in Japan, Marotti found several predecessors of political art movements that
would become well-known later in the decade in places like Europe, North America, and elsewhere in
Asia. He sees in this early era of protest the beginnings of modern Japanese "cultural attunement" through

works of "playful junk art," "objects put under radical scrutiny," and "happenings" before the very concept
found its official artistic definition, all of which "returned eventfulness and potential" to Japan's "troublingly
quiescent" postwar life. He illustrated this idea with stories and showed us images of such works by
Nakanishi Natsuyuki, who built striking, often funny forms from bones, clock parts, watches, eggshells, and
eyeglass lenses, and who even attempted performance art on Tokyo's busy Yamanote train line with fellow

political prankster Takamatsu Jiro.

Marotti also went into great detail about the images of thousand-yen notes produced by artist Akasegawa
Genpei, which irked the Japanese government enough to haul him into court on an obscenity charge. The
professor's lecture presented Genpei's project as a rich representation
of all that ultimately became important about the activities of the early-
60s Tokyo avant-garde, which took sometimes serious risks to develop,
effectively, the experimental prototypes of the "later, greater protests”
against the ill-serving governments of the late 60s and 70s. Both "Art,
Protest, Revolution" and Money, Trains and Guillotines come as the
culmination of over twenty years of research, which all began, suitably
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enough, with a grant from the Japan Foundation.
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WITH PROFESSOR WILLIAM MAROTTI
AUTHOR OF MONEY, TRAINS, AND GUILLOTINES: ART AND REVOLUTION IN 1960S JAPAN

JUNE 5TH AT 7PM

ok

Photo by Ishiguro Kenji of art wra Masunobu and his installation work

The universality and global characteristics of Japanese art that
so pique the interest of the Western art world are not all to be
found in mere Japonism. Recently, a number of exhibitions
featuring Japanese art of the 1960s and 1970s in particular have
been held on both coasts of the United States. In Professor
Marotti's masterpiece Money, Trains, and Guillotines: Art and
Revolution in 1960s Japan, he describes Genpei Akasegawa and
other little-known unorthodox artists of the Avant-Garde

: | movement that developed as Japan realized its independence in

the chaotic postwar period. As Japan went through the growing
pains of becoming one of the world's most developed industrial

and economic powers, how did these artists bear witness to this massive upheaval in their society? Join
us in experiencing the earth-shaking madness brought forth by the artists of 1960s Tokyo.

Professor William Marotti is an Associate Professor of History at the
University of California Los Angeles (UCLA) and is Chair of the East
Asian Studies M.A. Interdepartmental Degree Program.

Professor Marotti teaches modern Japanese history with an emphasis
on everyday life and cultural-historical issues.

Upcoming Events

JAPANEMA = Japanese Cinema

Arts & Culture Grants

Rental Exhibitions

Past Events: Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series 60

JFLA Lecture Series 59

JFLA Lecture Series 58

Privacy - Terms


https://www.jflalc.org/upcoming-events
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-japanema
https://www.jflalc.org/grants-ac
https://www.jflalc.org/rental-exhibitions
https://www.jflalc.org/jfla-lecture-series
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture60
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture-takarabune
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture58
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/
javascript:void(0);

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

57

56

55

54

53

52

51

50

49

48

47

46

45

44

43

42

41

40

39

38

37

Privacy - Terms


https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture57
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture56
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-jh-112618
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture54-jk
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture53-shin-hanga
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture52-washi
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture51-squid
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture50-hokusai
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture49-akita
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture48-jpop
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture47-noh
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture46-deities5
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture45-deities4
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture44-deities3
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture43-subtitle
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture-yakuza
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture41-deities2
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture40-shimane
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture39
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture38
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture37
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/
javascript:void(0);

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

JFLA Lecture Series

36

35

34

33

32

31

30

29

28

27

26

25

24

23

22

21

20

19

18

17

16

Privacy - Terms


https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture36
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture35
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture34
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture33
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture32
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture31
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture30
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture29
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture28
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture27
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture26
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture25
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture24
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture23
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture22
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture21
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture20
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture19
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture18
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture17
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture16
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/
javascript:void(0);

JFLA Lecture Series 15

JFLA Lecture Series 14

JFLA Lecture Series 13

JFLA Lecture Series 12

JFLA Lecture Series 11

JFLA Lecture Series 10

JFLA Lecture Series 09

JFLA Lecture Series 08

JFLA Lecture Series 07

JFLA Lecture Series 06

JFLA Lecture Series 05

JFLA Lecture Series 04

JFLA Lecture Series 03

JFLA Lecture Series 02

JFLA Lecture Series 01

Past Events: Exhibitions

Past Events: Others

Past Events: Japanema

N
3
um

+

N
V
Nl

Headquarters New York Office Center for Global Partnership Volunteer R
Japan Related Links Job Openings (Updated)

Privacy - Terms


http://www.jpf.go.jp/e/index.html
http://www.jfny.org/
http://www.cgp.org/
https://www.jflalc.org/volunteer
https://www.jflalc.org/volunteer-nihongo
https://www.jflalc.org/japan-related-links
https://www.jflalc.org/courses-jobs
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture15
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture14
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture13
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture12
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture11
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture10
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture09
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture08
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture07
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture06
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture05
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture04
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture03
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture02
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-lecture01
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-exhibitions-pdf
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-others-pdf
https://www.jflalc.org/ac-japanema-pdf
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/
javascript:void(0);

5700 Wilshire blvd, Suite 100
Los Angeles, CA 90036

P. 323.761.7510

Annual Report
© 2019 The Japan Foundation, Los Angeles

Web Design.

Privacy - Terms


http://www.jpf.go.jp/e/about/result/ar/2015/index.html
http://jflalc.org/web-design
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/
javascript:void(0);

